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Sample Documentation Form for Offset Lithography

Extracted from CGATS RECOMMENDED INDUSTRY PRACTICE: Color characterization data set development — Press run guidelines, Version 1 – August 2003

Planning - Who and Where

	Site:
	Date:

	Coordinator:
	
	Phone:

	Contact information:

	

	

	


Planning – Color Objective

	Check below
	Guideline version and description
	

	
	SWOP
	
	GRACoL

	
	SNAP
	
	ISO 12647, Specify Part Number _____ 

	
	FIRST
	
	Other (describe fully) 

	


Planning - Press

	Press manufacturer:

	Model:
	Press ID:

	Age:
	No. Units:
	Estimated total number press impressions:

	Maintenance Required:


Planning - Materials

	Ink manufacturer:

	Ink type:
	Color sequence:

	Substrate manufacturer:

	Type and basis weight:

	Fountain solution manufacturer:

	Type:

	Blanket manufacturer:

	Type:

	Plate manufacturer:

	Type:


Planning - Status

	Sampling plan document name:

	Location:
	Check below

	
	
	Sampling plan complete

	
	
	Test form design complete

	
	
	Retains plan complete

	
	
	Documentation plan complete


Preparation – Test Form

	Test form description:

	Production notes:

	
	Check below

	
	
	Form assembled

	
	
	Design validated


Preparation – Prepress

	Output curves:
	
	
	Linear
	
	Other (describe below)

	

	FM (name):
	FM spot Size:

	Halftone screen ruling:
	Halftone angles:

	Halftone dot type (round, square, eliptical, euclidean, etc.):


Preparation - Materials

	Ink Specification Referenced:
	
	SWOP
	
	GRACoL
	
	 SNAP
	
	 ISO 2846-1

	
	Other (describe)

	Ink Verification:
	
	

	Ink# 1 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Ink# 2 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Ink# 3 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Ink# 4 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Ink# 5 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Ink# 6 name:
	Tack:
	Grind:

	Viscosity:
	Emulsification:
	Batch #:

	Substrate verified:
	Basis weight:
	Brightness:

	Lot #
	Opacity
	Caliper

	Fountain solution verified:
	Type:

	Blanket verified:
	Type:

	Plate verified:
	Type:

	Lot #

	Production Process Notes:

	


Preparation – Press

	Preventative maintenance verified:
	
	Date:

	On press control aims: (describe)

	

	Check when complete:
	
	Established

	
	
	Documented

	
	
	Distributed


Preparation – Documentation

	Documents complete:
	
	Date:
	Initial

	Forms complete
	
	Date:
	Initial

	Templates complete:
	
	Date:
	Initial

	Materials available:
	
	Date:
	Initial


Printing – Preparation


	
	Spectrophotometer/Densitometer calibrated
	Date:

	Manufacturer and Model:

	Serial #:

	Fountain solution validated:
	
	Temperature:

	
	
	pH

	
	
	Conductivity


Printing – Prior to Sample Collection

	Check samples for:

	
	Slur

	
	Doubling

	
	Ink contamination

	
	Press speed

	
	Number of Impressions

	
	Retain samples collected

	
	Process Compliant with Specification


Printing – Verification of Solid Ink Density (SID)

	Ink
	Aim
	Low Limit
	High Limit
	Actual (Average)

	Ink 1
	
	
	
	

	Ink 2
	
	
	
	

	Ink 3
	
	
	
	

	Ink 4
	
	
	
	

	Ink 5
	
	
	
	

	Ink 6
	
	
	
	


Printing – Verification Midtone Tone Value Increase (TVI)

	
	Aim
	Low Limit
	High Limit
	Actual (Average)

	Ink 1
	
	
	
	

	Ink 2
	
	
	
	

	Ink 3
	
	
	
	

	Ink 4
	
	
	
	

	Ink 5
	
	
	
	

	Ink 6
	
	
	
	


Printing – Verification Hue Error and Grayness 

	Type:
	Hue
	Gray

	C
	
	

	M
	
	

	Y
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Printing – Verification Trap

	Type:
	Aim
	Low Limit
	High Limit
	Actual (Average)

	R
	
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Printing – Verification Colorimetry 

	Illum/Obs:
	L*
	a*
	b*
	C*
	hab

	K
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	
	
	

	M
	
	
	
	
	

	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	R
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	
	
	

	CMY
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Printing – Sample Collection

	Sample selection plan reviewed
	Reviewer’s Initials:

	Interval of collection:

	Interval of sheet verification:

	Number of samples collected:

	Notes:
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